We are a mission-oriented family on a journey of following Jesus in the Wesleyan tradition. 

As many of you will recall, we gathered in the homes of parishioners in the Fall of 2015 to discuss the stories of how we came to St. Paul’s and our dreams for the future of our congregation. During the past year, we have been busy considering all of your thoughts, sug-gestions, and aspirations. A Ministry Action Team convened in the summer of 2016 to con-sider the mission, vision, and ministries of St. Paul’s in light of the feedback that was re-ceived. 

The mission of the Church zeroes in on the question of why we exist. What is the pur-pose of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church? Using language borrowed from The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, St. Paul’s exists in order “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” This mission statement summarizes two key Scripture passag-es that are central to our identity: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you” (28:19-20), and “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. . . . And you shall love your neighbor as yourself” (22:37, 39). We make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by proclaiming the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor, thus seeking the fulfillment of God’s reign and realm in the world. 

So how will this happen at St. Paul’s? Based on an examination of comments from listening sessions and the history and context of our Church, the Ministry Action Team developed a statement that exemplifies how we want St. Paul’s to be known in and around our community. Our vision for St. Paul’s is that we are a mission-oriented family on a journey of following Jesus in the Wesleyan tradition. 

Unpacking the vision’s components helps us to further understand what God is calling us to be: 

 Mission-oriented: To be concerned with mission means that we are “outward focused.” St. Paul’s strives to be a church that doesn’t keep the good news of Jesus Christ to ourselves, but instead we want to share God’s grace with the world around us. Thus, we will be involved in local and global missions as we share God’s love in tangible and intangible ways. If our congregation is to fully en-gage in God’s mission to the world, then all of us will recognize ourselves as ministers called by God to express and embody God’s love each and every day. How is God calling you to be involved in mission? 

 Family: Jesus did not primarily call individuals into a private relationship with him. He calls us to join a movement, to become part of a new family. The notion that loyalty to God could somehow be separated from loyalty to God’s family would have been foreign to Jesus and the early Christians. At St. Paul’s, we recognize that we cannot live the Christian faith alone; we need our brothers and sis-ters. By using the word “family,” we also hope to recognize that we desire an intergenerational con-gregation. A family includes people of all ages: babies, children, teenagers, young adults, middle aged individuals, senior citizens, grandparents, and great-grandparents. St. Paul’s aspires to exist as a church where various age groups are represented and interacting with one another. How is God call-ing you to connect with and contribute to your church family in new ways? 

 On a journey of following Jesus: This phrase encapsulates discipleship. A disciple is a person who follows Jesus and who gradually becomes more like Jesus. Being “on a journey” implies that we ha-ven’t arrived at the destination yet, and we must not remain static. There are still steps to take; there is room for spiritual growth. St. Paul’s is dedicated to providing meaningful ways for us to grow in our faith and to become more like Christ. What doors is God opening to help you grow in your faith and to become more Christlike? 

 In the Wesleyan tradition: One of our distinguishing traits as United Methodists involves tracing our roots to the eighteenth-century ministry of John and Charles Wesley. While summarizing all that this tradition encompasses proves challenging in a short article like this, holiness and grace lie at the core of Wesleyan spirituality. It is about making disciples who are holy in heart and life. Holiness implies that transformation from a life of sin to a life of love begins in this life. Christians are not merely waiting for the afterlife. They can experience and promote abundant life now. But this can on-ly happen by grace and in response to grace. God’s grace comes to us as we are and where we are. But grace is not imposed or irresistible; we must respond to it and interact with it. As we respond to God’s grace, the Holy Spirit will empower us to love God and to love our neighbor. How is God’s grace working in your life to help you grow in the love of God and neighbor? 

In the coming months, we will further explore this vision. As we seek the Holy Spirit’s direction, this vi-sion will guide us in planning the mission and ministries of our congregation and taking the next step in our journey together. If someone were to ask you, “What is St. Paul’s all about?”, you can respond, “We are a mis-sion-oriented family on a journey of following Jesus in the Wesleyan tradition.” I’m so glad to be on this journey with you! 

Grace and peace, 
