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MATTHEW’S MUSINGS 
  

It is hard to believe that after nine years, this is my final newsletter article and the 
last edition of “Matthew’s Musings” in The Mountain Messenger. As I considered what to 
write, one word came to my mind more than any other, and that word is “gratitude.” I am 
deeply grateful for the time that I have served among you as the pastor of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church. 
 From the very beginning on July 1, 2014, you welcomed me and supported me in 
ministry here in Oakland. I had been serving bi-vocationally in Elk Garden, WV, and came 
here fresh out of a career in banking. I was single then, but you received Melissa with kindness during our 
dating years and overwhelmed us with generosity when we were married in January of 2016. You supported 
me as I matriculated at Wesley Theological Seminary, graduated with the Doctor of Ministry degree, and 
became an ordained elder in the West Virginia Annual Conference. And during the past year, we celebrated 
the birth and baptism of Isaiah together. Along with these happy memories, there were difficult times, too, 
and you rallied around our family during the deaths of both of my parents.  
 But beyond your personal support, I am grateful for the ministry that we have shared together. We 
have maintained focus on our mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world,” and we have strived to live into our vision of being “a mission-oriented family on a journey of 
following Jesus in the Wesleyan tradition.” Through worship, intentional faith development, mission and 
service, hospitality, and generosity, we have carried out our mission and made our vision a reality. With joy, I 
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recall what we have accomplished with God’s help, while also recognizing that some of our dreams for this 
congregation were not fulfilled. I ask forgiveness for mistakes I have made, expectations I have not met, and 
places where I have fallen short. 
 During these years, we have laughed together, and we have cried together. I am blessed by joyous 
memories of baptisms, weddings, and vow renewal ceremonies. We have welcomed new members, but we’ve 
also said goodbye to those who have moved away from Garrett County for various reasons. Others have 
entered the Church Triumphant, and I have been honored to officiate at funerals and memorial services. 
Thank you for allowing me to be part of so many significant events in your lives.  
 Please know that you are deeply loved – loved by God and also loved by Melissa and me. St. Paul’s will 
always hold a very special place in our hearts. We will go from this congregation with lasting memories that 
will undoubtedly sustain us in our future ministry adventures. While we will be saying goodbye at the end of 
June, we will never leave St. Paul’s behind; we will continue to be shaped by this congregation for the rest our 
lives.  
 I believe that one of the strengths of our itinerant system in the United Methodist Church is that the 
church is never dependent upon one pastor. The series of different pastors over time helps to form and 
develop ministries in the church and community. As John Wesley said, “This preacher has one talent, that 
another; no one whom I ever yet knew has all the talents which are needful for beginning, continuing, and 
perfecting the work of grace in a whole congregation.” 
 I have been blessed to minister among you for this season, and starting in July, a new leader will come 
to continue the work with his unique gifts and graces. I am praying for your new pastor, Rev. Brian Long, as he 
prepares to minister among you. I ask that you give him the same support you have given me over the years. I 
will do everything I can during these next few months to ensure a smooth transition.  
 Thank you for allowing me to share life with you. You have made me a better person and a better 
pastor, and I know that God is going to continue to work through this congregation to impact the Oakland 
community. I truly believe that the best is yet to come for St. Paul’s.  
 For what has been and for what will be, I say, Soli Deo gloria – to God alone be the glory!  
 
         Grace and peace,  
       

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Our service is broadcast every Sunday at 10:45 AM on WMSG 1050 AM and WKTZ 95.9 FM. Because of your 
generous giving, we are able to be in the homes of many in the community who are not able to attend a weekly 
church service. We are currently scheduling sponsorship opportunities for the summer and fall months. If you 
underwrite a full broadcast for $110, you may place it in honor or in memory of a special person in your life; 
however, your gift in any amount is appreciated. If you feel led to support this ministry, please contact the 
Church office at 301.334.2391 or stpaulsumcoakland@gmail.com.   
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PENNIES FOR MISSION 
 

APRIL: CELEBRATION OF MISSION EVENT 
Pennies for Mission for the month of April is designated for the Celebration of 
Mission Event. The annual Celebration of Mission Event supports our Conference 
Mission Ministries, which include our seven Conference missions projects, the 
Church and Community Ministries, the New Vision Depot, and Volunteers in 
Mission. Through our gifts we celebrate the ONE who calls us to mission. Our 
Conference Mission Ministries are dependent upon the cash funds from the 
Celebration of Mission Event and readily express their gratitude for the support 
given them. On behalf of the Conference Mission Ministries, thank you for your 
continued prayers, gifts, and involvement in these vital ministries.  

 
MAY: TYRAND COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES 

May’s Pennies for Missions is designated for Tyrand Cooperative Ministries. As a 

mission of the West Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, 

Tyrand operates under the slogan “Faith and Action Joined in Love.” For Tyrand, 

faith and action joined in love means mean living out Christian discipleship in 

response to the needs of the less fortunate in Randolph County, WV. Whether the 

need is food; clothing; home repair; or assistance with rent, utilities, prescriptions, or 

other emergencies, Tyrand believes that it is only through faith that we can make a 

difference. Jesus told his followers to feed the hungry, clothe the ill-clad, and shelter 

the homeless. Your gift will help Tyrand carry out this holy work.  
                    
                                                                                                                

JUNE: SOUL FOOD 
Soul Food is an outreach ministry that provides a meal to members and friends of St. 
Paul’s who are shut-in. Most recipients are senior citizens who are part of the Community 
Action Senior Nutrition Program. Soul Food is usually held the third Tuesday of each 
month. Members of the church prepare the meal at St. Paul’s during the day and 
volunteers deliver the dinners to the shut-ins. Your gift will help us to purchase the 
supplies for the meals. It costs approximately $200 per month to sustain this ministry. 
      

SENIOR CITIZEN FOOD PROJECT 

Our Senior Citizen Food Project helps vulnerable seniors in Garrett County get 

through the month when their monies run out. Items such as the following are 

welcomed: small cans of vegetables; small cans of soup; microwave Compleat meals; 

small canned meats (chicken or tuna); peanut butter cups; fruit cups; Jell-O cups; 

snack packs with crackers and tuna, ham, or chicken salad; individually packed 

instant oatmeal; tissues; small bottles of dish washing detergent; and small bottles of 

laundry detergent. We cannot accept any donation that needs refrigeration. A 

collection box is located in the Fellowship Hall. 
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MISSIONS UPDATE  

FROM LIVING HOPE HIGH SCHOOL in Bungoma, Kenya 
On January 27, 2023, Living Hope High School 

celebrated the graduation of twenty students. The day was filled 

with celebration, speeches, music, prayer, and food. The day 

ended with a big meal. If you were last in line, you got scrapping 

from the bottom of the pans, but it didn’t matter. It was a great 

day!  

Around the same time, twenty-two new students arrived. 

They arrived a little scared and anxious. Thanks to generous 

donations, the new students were given Welcome Kits filled with 

goodies and hygiene items. Some arrive to the school with 

nothing, so this is enough to get them started in their time as a student. They also received a T-shirt, a Bible, and 

a school uniform. The older students directed the new students and loved on them with big smiles. 

Please keep the following concerns in your prayers:  

• The health of the students and staff. 

• The health of Marilyn Uhl, the school’s director. 

• A good planting season for the crops. 

• Funds for needed malaria medicines. 

• Sponsors for the new students and others without a 

sponsor.  

• Finding short-term volunteers to help with needs at 

the school. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel of Matthew stands as a hinge between the Old and the New Testaments in our Bibles, and it is well-

suited for the task. With recurring quotations and allusions to Israel’s Scriptures, Matthew shows us that the Old 

Testament finds its completion in Christ. Matthew offers everything from Jesus' birth narrative to the passion, 

resurrection, and Great Commission, with everything in between and includes the Sermon on the Mount. 

Following the text through the stories, parables, and miracles, God’s people are presented with the mission and 

ministry of Jesus the Messiah who fulfills the Jewish Law. At times he raises the standard, other times he 

authoritatively reinterprets its meaning, and finally, he fulfills its requirements through his life, death, and 

resurrection. All of this is to widen and deepen the reach of God’s heavenly kingdom, which extends to all 

people. Join us for our journey through the Gospel of Matthew on Thursdays at 7:00 pm.  
 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm: 

o Join on your computer, tablet, or phone by going to https://us04web.zoom.us/j/829251876; or 

o Call in by dialing 301-715-8592. You will then be prompted to enter the meeting ID, which is 

829 251 876. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/829251876
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A great BIG THANK YOU – Thank you for all your contributions of time, effort, delicious soups, desserts, 

and sandwich fixings that helped us once again provide for those participating in this year's Lenten Lunches. 

The United Women in Faith (UWiF) extend our thanks to Pastor Matthew for arranging for our weekly guest 

speakers. We thank those of you who joined us each week and helped support our efforts to share in 

interdenominational fellowship. 

 

April Meeting –The UWiF will meet in the Church Library on Wednesday, April 12 at 11:00 AM. We will 

confirm plans for supporting the “Day Apart Service” set for Saturday, May 6, at 9:30 AM at Deer Park United 

Methodist Church. Tentative plans for a June gathering to honor Pastor Matthew will be discussed. 

 

Day Apart – Join us for the Potomac Highlands District United Women in Faith’s 

Day Apart on Saturday, May 6, at Deer Park United Methodist Church located at 

81 Church Street in Deer Park. Registration begins at 9:30 AM, and the Service 

will commence at 10:00 AM. If you have questions about the event, please contact 

Joni Wilson at 301.697.9486. 

 

May Meeting – On Wednesday, May 10, at 11:00 AM, we will meet in the 

Church Library to confirm our plans for the June 4 gathering to honor Pastor 

Matthew, Melissa, and Isaiah for the years they have served with us at St. Paul’s. 

Support for the gathering will be shared by the Church membership in 

coordination with the Church Council and UWiF. Details will be shared in the 

weekly news bulletins and on the Church Facebook postings. All support and help 

are welcome.  

 

June Meeting – Mark Wednesday, June 14, at 11:00 AM on your calendar. The UWiF will meet in the Church 

Library to plan a welcome reception for our new pastor, the Rev. Brian Long, who will begin serving our St. 

Paul’s congregation in July. Please plan to be part of a welcoming and hospitable Church congregation. Details 

will be shared via the weekly news bulletins and Facebook postings. 

 

Save the Date – The West Virginia Annual Conference United Women in Faith Annual Meeting will be held 

on October 13-14, 2023, at First United Methodist Church in Shinnston, WV. 

 

Questions or Suggestions? – Please contact Judy Umstot at 301.616.6262 or the Church office at 301.334.2391 

with questions or suggestions. Please know that the UWiF welcome new members and would welcome your 

help and input as we strive to be supportive of children, youth, and women in our community and throughout 

the West Virginia Conference and world. 

 

 

 

 



St. Paul’s United Methodist Church April-June 2023 
 
 

6 
 

JUSTICE AND ADVOCACY SPRING RETREAT 

 
 

          We invite you to join the West Virginia Annual Conference Justice and Advocacy team on Friday and 

Saturday, May 12-13. as we visit four of our historic African American churches located in Mineral, Grant, and 

Hardy Counties. We will gather Friday evening to commune together and listen to a historic overview of the 

African American churches in our conference. We will also watch part one of the film This Is Our Story, This Is 

Our Song by Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Saturday, we will continue to learn together as we visit two additional 

African American congregations to deeply listen to their stories of ministry and learn together. 

          We will end our retreat time by processing our learnings and discussing how we might partner with our 

African-American congregations to meet community needs and resource congregations for ministry 

sustainability. 

           Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball and Rev. Enger Muteteke, Senior Director of Programs and Education from 

the General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR), will be present in our retreat time to facilitate our 

work and guide our conversations. Registration is free thanks to a grant from the United Methodist Foundation 

of West Virginia. Follow this link to register: https://wvumc-reg.brtapp.com/JusticeandAdvocacySpringRetreat.  

                                      
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH LIBRARY 

      If you are interested in daily devotions for children, the book Blessings Every Day: 365 

Simple Devotions for the Very Young by Clara Barnhill was written for ages 2-5. Each day of 

the year, the Little Blessings characters will delight young children and cheer them on with 

God’s wonderful promises and timeless truths. (242.62 BAR). There are also many daily 

devotion books available in the Library for adults.  

 

https://wvumc-reg.brtapp.com/JusticeandAdvocacySpringRetreat
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A St. Paul’s United Methodist Church History Lesson: Part 14 
As Told by Martha DeBerry 

 
With the Education Wing completed, and the children’s classes all 

moved from the former Sunday School area beside the Sanctuary, some 

renovations were done. The small third, fourth, and fifth grade rooms were 

made into one room. The larger K-2 classroom that also served as the 

assembly room was divided into two rooms. The area now became the 

Wesley Parlor, a new Choir Room, and the Pathfinders classroom. Another 

adult class met in the Parlor. The small room off the choir area in the 

Sanctuary that previously housed the choir robes, books, and other 

materials became the Sound Room. In February 2000, plans were made to 

remodel the Choir Room and Pathfinders’ Room into a combination Choir 

Room and Library. By August these plans changed, and spaces were made 

in the hallway to hang the choir robes and to store hymn books and music. 

The wall was removed between the Pathfinders classroom and Choir 

Room, and the large room was named the “Good Shepherd Room,” an apt 

name due to the large stained-glass window in the room which depicts 

Jesus as the Good Shepherd. This window came from the 1891 church.  

Stained-glass windows were introduced to churches in the twelfth 

century. They were often used to teach biblical stories to the 

congregations. The light which passes through the windows is often seen 

as a symbol of the divine light of God. Our Sanctuary features a rose 

window and twelve other stained-glass windows.  

The rose window in the front of the church above the altar and reredos depicts the 

Alpha and Omega, and is round to signify there is no beginning or ending to God. It was 

given by Dr. and Mrs. Henry W. McComas. Dr. McComas was born in Oakland in 1866, a 

son of Dr. J. Lee McComas, who donated the funds for the bell for St. Paul’s Methodist 

Episcopal Church, and Ellen Wheeler McComas. He was educated at Oakland schools, 

West Virginia University, Pen Lucy Schoolin Baltimore, and the University of Maryland. 

He returned to Oakland and opened a general medical practice. He did many surgeries in 

homes before establishing a hospital on Alder Street. He served as Mayor of Oakland in 

1896 and 1897, and at Garrett National Bank, he was on the board of directors and held the office of vice 

president. He was the first president of the Oakland Rotary Club. He married Annie West, and they had seven 

children. He died in 1939.                                                                                                                        

The first side window in the Sanctuary, which depicts the birth of Jesus, was presented in honor of 

Alonzo D. Naylor by his children. The second window portrays the young Jesus talking to the teachers in the 

temple and was given in honor of Mrs. Mary O. Naylor by her children. Mr. Naylor came to Oakland in 1884 

and immediately joined the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was an active member of the Church choir until his 

one-hundredth birthday! He was also chairman of the board of trustees. He founded the A.D. Naylor and 

Company Hardware Store, working as a blacksmith and carriage maker. He served two terms in the Maryland 

House of Delegates and was State Senator for four years. Serving as a director of the First National Bank for 

over 40 years, he eventually became the oldest bank president in the United States. He was twice married with 

both wives preceding him in death. He died at age 103. His second wife, Mary O’Dell Townshend Naylor, was 
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a member of the Oakland Civic Club, a charter member of the Eastern Star, and a faithful member of St. Paul’s 

Methodist Church. Mary and A. D. had five sons and two daughters. She died at age 92.                                                                                                          

The third window depicts the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist. It was presented in memory of 

George Loar (1791-1860) and Margaret A. Loar (1797-1869). While living with an uncle in Yough Glades, 

George met and, in 1815, married Margaret Rinehart. They settled on a lot south of the present town of 

Oakland. In 1821, George bought two additional lots, thus making a 150-acre farm. He built a small, one-story 

log house with an attic, where the children slept. When his family increased, he built an adjoining two-story log 

house. It was in this house that Isaac McCarty organized the first Sunday School. Although the Loars were 

Lutheran, they later became Methodist. George and Margaret had fourteen children. After the death of George, 

Mary moved to her daughter’s home in Oakland. She was known for gathering the local children at her house 

once a week to tell them Bible stories.  

With its depiction of Jesus calling two fishermen as disciples, the fourth window was presented in 

memory of David H. Loar (1835–1899) and Mary C. Loar (1836–1925). David Henry Loar, son of George, 

married Mary C. Wheeler. He was a locomotive engineer on the B&O Railroad and later worked as a merchant 

at Wilson’s Station and Oakland where he lived in 1869. He and Mary had seven children. One daughter, Miss 

Lottie, was the first organist in St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal Church, and a son, Judson, was the first librarian.                                   

The next four windows were given by Dr. and Mrs. H.W. McComas, who also gave the Rose window 

(see above). The fifth window depicts Jesus standing at the door and knocking. The sixth portrays the parable of 

the Good Samaritan. The seventh window the account of Jesus walking on the water, and the eighth window 

features Jesus and Nicodemus, the Pharisee who came to Jesus by night (John 3:1-21).                                                                                                        

Window number nine, presented in memory of Singleton Lafayette Townshend (1825-1898) and 

Elizabeth Rebecca Townshend (1831– 1908), portrays Jesus healing on the Sabbath. Singleton was a tax 

collector in 1865 and then became a partner with J.M. Davis in the hardware store in Oakland until 1885. He 

was a faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for nearly half a century and served as Recording 

Stewart. Elizabeth “Lizzie” Rebecca Jones was the sister of Mary Salome Eaton, the wife of the Methodist 

preacher Matthias M. Eaton. While spending the summer with the Eatons, Mary met Singleton Lafayette 

Townshend. They were married in the Methodist Episcopal Church in 

Oakland by Rev. Eaton. The Townshend’s daughter, Mary Odell, became 

the second wife of Alonzo D. Naylor.  

The tenth window depicts the woman at the well. It was presented 

by Jesse and Edna Ashby in memory of Grandfather Wm. W. Ashby 

(1809-1902), one of the first trustees of this Church. William Wilson 

Ashby was born in Piney Bottom, Garrett County, Maryland.                                                                                                 

Window number eleven depicting the Garden of Gethsemane was 

presented by Julius and George Littman in memory of their mother Cecelia 

J. Littman. Cecelia Taggart Littman died in 1918. She and Louis Littman 

had two daughters and four sons. Her son Julius was the second organist at 

St. Paul’s Methodist Church. A World War I veteran, Julius was associated 

with the Garrett National Bank for over 40 years.                                 

Window twelve depicts the Ascension of Jesus and was presented by the Davis Family in memory of 

Rev. John M. Davis, D.D. (1835-1916). Information on Rev. Davis will be included in a forthcoming article.                                                            
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WESLEYAN HERITAGE TOUR 

Explore some of our Methodist heritage with Pastor Matthew and Melissa 

 

We will embark on our 2023 Wesleyan Heritage Tour on Friday and Saturday, June 16 and 17. This year we’ll travel 
to the Lewisburg, WV, area to explore both our nation’s history and our United Methodist heritage. Tour highlights 
include: 

• Visiting the Old Rehoboth Church and Museum, the oldest Protestant house of worship remaining west of 
the Alleghany Mountains and one of 49 United Methodist Heritage Landmarks – and the only such site in 
West Virginia. 

• Sitting in the historic 202-year-old John Wesley United Methodist Church to hear about how, in the worst of 
circumstances, grace floated up into a slave gallery and planted a seed so deeply rooted that not even a 
Civil War cannonball could shake its foundation. 

• Touring the town of Lewisburg, which has been dubbed “the Coolest Small Town in America” and the “jewel 
of southern West Virginia” and has the distinction of being the site of the last major battle of the Civil War. 

• Taking a trip to an era when steam-driven locomotives were an essential part of everyday life with a ride on 
the Cass Scenic Railroad to enjoy its unparalleled views.  

• Experiencing The Greenbrier Resort’s Georgian architecture, manicured gardens, sweeping staircases, 
lavish décor, and assortment of boutiques and galleries. 

To register for this unique experience, follow this link or contact the church office at 301.334.2391. 
  

 

 

JOHN WILMOT PUBLISHES BOOK 
 

 St. Paul’s member John Wilmot recently published a book entitled So You 

Want to Be an Architect: Advice from My Sixty Years in Architecture. After retiring, 

John wrote this book to help young people who are considering a career in the 

architectural field. Originally from Omaha, NE, John graduated from Iowa State 

University with his degree in architecture. A veteran of the Air Force, John has 

worked on the planning and design of churches, schools, hospitals, and all types of 

health care facilities. After splitting time between Oakland and Silver Spring for 

several years, John now lives in Garrett County year round. He is married to Betty 

Rouse Wilmot. 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/9299efbe0d20e1baf3c516628/files/52b0eb99-808f-214e-352a-94cdbf7dbf8e/Lewisburg_Brochure.pdf
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Last fall, St. Paul’s was invited by Wesley Theological Seminary to be part of the Source Collaborative. Funded by 

the Lily Endowment, the Source Collaborative represents a collective effort among churches, coaches, and the 

seminary to connect more deeply with God, our own stories, and our neighbors that we might drink more deeply of 

and become conduits of God’s love, justice, and mercy. 

We’ve gathered team of seven people who will lead this effort at St. Paul’s over the next two years. Team members 

include Harry Browning, Isaac Browning, Becky Fallon, Ann Leighton, JoAnn Lewis, Melissa Rank, Rich Schofield. 

Pastor Matthew and our newly appointed pastor, Rev. Brian Long, will also work with the team, and we believe this 

work will be helpful during this season of transition.  

Through prayer, study, research, and conversations, the Source Collaborative team will work to identify what it 

means to be a thriving church with our specific gifts here in our Oakland and Garrett County context. The team will 

meet frequently with one another, with a coach, and with a cohort of other churches. By the end of 2023, we hope to 

create some strategic plans for congregational change that will allow us to move towards these markers for thriving. 

Then, in 2024, we’ll implement the plan with the help of a coach. Even though so much is uncertain in our future and 

the world, we strongly feel that right now is the time to focus on remaining connected to God and to neighbor and 

search for the ways that God might be calling us to be a thriving church in this time and place. 

We hope you’ll join us by helping us lay a spiritual foundation through spiritual practices that we can take part in as a 

congregation. St. Paul’s is a praying church, and so we invite you to be in prayer in a few ways. First, in worship on 

April 16, worshippers received a Source Collaborative prayer magnet. We invite you to place this magnet on your 

refrigerator or another location where you will be reminded to regularly pray for the team and its work. If you would 

like to receive a magnet, please contact the church office. Second, we invite you to commit to offering a brief prayer 

for the team at 18:24 (6:24 pm) each evening. You might set an alarm or a reminder on your phone to remember to 

pray at that time each day. We have chosen 1824 as a reminder of heritage. We began in 1824, and even after 200 

years, we continue to be a thriving and vital congregation. 

On Sunday, April 30, from 9:30-10:30 AM, the team will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall between the 

morning worship services. We invite you to come to learn more about the team and take the opportunity to 

fellowship with worshippers from both services. 

Thank you for your support! The best is yet to come, and we cannot wait to see all that God will do in the next two 

years! 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/opioid-public-health-crisis-adverse-childhood-experiences-tickets-528660085547
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With Gratitude for your Support 

On March 13, I experienced the shock of my life on finding my younger son, Douglas, had passed away 

during the night – apparently of a massive coronary. 

Thank you, one and all, for your comforting and consoling words since then. The prayers, cards, food 

gifts, and telephone calls are deeply appreciated. God has been in my corner these recent days. Life is like a 

staircase – happiness at the top, but sometimes it takes us to the depths where it isn't so much fun. Even in the 

depths, I am still blessed.  

                                                                       Helen Earles 

 
 

 

MEET OUR NEW PASTOR 

On April 2, it was announced that it is the intention of Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball to appoint Rev. Brian K. Long as 

pastor of St. Paul's United Methodist Church effective July 1, 2023. Rev. Long recently shared the following 

message: 

Hello, everyone at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church! My name is Pastor Brian 

Long. I’m 57 years old. I’ve been married to my wife Connie for 38 years, and we 

have a son Brian. My wife and I are from Summersville, WV. Before becoming a 

preacher, I served in the United States Army from 1984-1988. I have been a 

preacher in the West Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church since 

1989. I did my course of study at Duke in 2000, attained my R.B.A. from Bluefield 

State in 2001, attained my Master of Divinity degree from United Theological 

Seminary in 2006. I became an associate member of the West Virginia Conference 

in 2001, a probationary member on the elder track in 2008, and an elder in 2011. I 

have served as pastor at the following appointments: Nallen 1989; Davy-Hemphill 

1993; East Princeton 2001; Emmanuel, West Union 2004; Cedar Grove 2005; 

Reedsville 2013; and Washington 2019. I enjoy fishing in my spare time, and I am 

a huge sports fan. My family and I are looking forward to meeting all of you and 

becoming a part of your church family. God bless you all!  

 

Pastor Brian 
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UMCOR UPDATES 
As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church, the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief – UMCOR – assists United Methodist churches to become involved globally in direct ministry to persons in need. 

UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or human-caused disasters to alleviate suffering and serve as a 

source of help and hope for the vulnerable. 
 

UKRAINE RESPONSE UPDATE: 

Since the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces, UMCOR has acted to provide aid. 

Grants for immediate relief have been given to trusted partners – United Methodist churches in 

surrounding countries, ecumenical partners, and non-governmental organizations – to provide direct 

aid inside Ukraine as well as help for those who have fled to surrounding countries. Nearly $27 

million has been raised to date from individuals and churches, and more than 392,000 Ukrainians 

have been helped. The types of support include the following:  

• Transportation, food, water, clothing, medication, and safe shelters for displaced families, women, children, and 

those with disabilities; 

• Protection for conflict-affected people in Ukraine as well as support for refugees in Hungary, Poland, and 

Romania to prevent human trafficking and create secure shelters. 

• Urgently needed medical supplies to hospitals to help doctors and nurses care for the sick and injured; 

• Legal assistance, counseling and social support for those who have lost their homes, belongings and livelihoods; 

• Winterization and repairs at shelters and long-term lodging construction for those displaced by the war; 

• Repairs on homes as people return to communities impacted by months of warfare, and; 

• Explosive removal and mine education throughout the country to reduce risks to those returning to their homes 

and communities. 
 

LATEST U.S. RESPONSES: 

• Tornado in Mississippi and other parts of the southeast: Widespread atmospheric instability during the evening 

of March 24, 2023, caused a tornado that was on the ground for more than an hour and traveled at least 170 miles, 

killing more than 25 people, injuring hundreds, and causing damage primarily in Mississippi. UMCOR is Working 

with the Mississippi Conference, UMCOR is providing emergency relief, and distributing needed supplies. 

• Severe weather and tornadoes in Alabama and Georgia: In mid-January, a powerful produced a number of 

tornadoes that caused damage in both the Alabama-West Florida and North Georgia conferences. Hundreds of homes 

were destroyed and at least 9 people were killed. UMCOR worked with both conferences to support a coordinated 

response for survivors, including relief supplies, debris removal, and clean-up efforts.  

• Flooding and landslides in California: In mid-December 2022 and into mid-January 2023, California experienced a 

continuous series of rainstorms (referred to as “atmospheric rivers”). UMCOR is working with the California-Nevada 

Conference to support a coordinated response for survivors, including relief supplies, debris removal and clean-up 

efforts. The conference aided several communities focusing on flooded agricultural workers and senior and low-

income households. 
 

LATEST INTERNATIONAL RESPONSES: 

• Cyclone Freddy in southeastern Africa: Cyclone Freddy, which hit on February 4, 2023, was both the longest-

lasting and most powerful tropical cyclone ever recorded worldwide. Over a five-week period, it made landfall twice 

and caused more than 700 deaths in five countries. UMCOR is distributing emergency rations and hygiene supplies 

to hard-hit areas of Mananjara, Madagascar, and Zambezia Province. 

• Earthquakes in southern Turkey and northwest Syria: A 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck southern Turkey On 

February 6, the most powerful earthquake recorded since 1939. In the hours that followed, at least 78 aftershocks 

were reported, followed by a second earthquake of 7.5 magnitude. Tens of thousands of people have been killed, and 

responders are still recovering victims. UMCOR is working with longstanding parents to help provide tents, heaters, 

blankets, warm clothes, ready to eat meals, and first aid kits to those who have been displaced. 
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