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MATTHEW’S MUSINGS
I was recently reading one of John Wesley’s writings entitled “The Character of a
Methodist.” In this 1724 work, Wesley describes the kind of person he hopes God will produce
through the Methodist movement. According to Wesley, true Christianity consists not simply in
belief, good works, or religious practices, though these may be important; true faith is not just a
matter of believing or doing, but of becoming. God is making us new through the work of Jesus
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. Wesley goes on to detail thirty-seven principles and
practices that should distinguish true believers. Don’t worry! I’m not planning to list all thirtyseven in this article. In his book, The Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a Living Faith, Steve Harper
condenses Wesley’s thirty-seven defining practices and principles into five marks. Harper suggests that a
Methodist loves God, rejoices in God, gives thanks, prays constantly, and loves others.
The first mark is loving God. As Wesley put it, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit. The love of God isn’t something we can conjure up from within ourselves; rather, God enables us to love
God and love others through the Holy Spirit’s presence and power. When we empty ourselves, God’s love fills
us and begins to shape us into the image of Christ. The second mark is rejoicing in God. The reason for our joy
is grounded in what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. Through Christ, God has dealt with our sin and death
and has given us the promise of new life. These first two marks are given to us by God at God’s own initiative.
On the other hand, the next three marks describe our response to what God has done: we give thanks, we pray
constantly, and we love others. If we really embrace what God has done for us, then we can’t help but respond
to God’s love. Real Christians orient their lives around what God has done in Jesus Christ.
The first of these responses is to give thanks. Now, we’d expect Wesley to tell us to count our blessings.
That’s what most of us do when we think about thanksgiving. But Wesley does more than exhort us to be
thankful for the good things in life like material and familial blessing. In fact, Wesley bases his thoughts on
Paul’s short statement in 1 Thessalonians 5:18: “Give thanks in every situation because this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.” Did you catch that? Every situation. We’re thankful not just for the good stuff that we have
and the good things that happen to us, but we are to be thankful in every circumstance whether good or bad.
That seems a bit counterintuitive, doesn’t it? But Wesley reasoned from the Scriptures that thanksgiving is a

spiritual discipline rooted in the nature of God and not dependent on circumstances. We give thanks not because
things are always good; after all, they aren’t! We give thanks because God is always good. Indeed, Wesley
believed that thanksgiving is, first and foremost, the Christian response to God’s grace and love.
Jesus remarked on this kind of thankfulness in Luke 17:17-18. Ten lepers cry out to him for help. Jesus
tells them to go show themselves to the priests, and on their way to the temple, the lepers are healed. However,
only one of the lepers returns to say thanks to Jesus, and Luke tells us he was a Samaritan! Jesus replies,
“Weren’t ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? No one returned to praise God except this foreigner?” Jesus’
fellow Jews who should have known better were happy to go on their way and count their unexpected blessing.
The outsider turned around and gave thanks. Notice what Jesus says to him: “Your faith has made you well”
(17:19). Giving thanks is an act of faith, a recognition that without God’s grace we would be lost. In giving
thanks, we find healing because we focus not on our deficiencies but on God’s sufficiency to meet all our needs.
John Wesley embodied this kind of thanksgiving in his own life. Every Saturday, he took time to look
back at the past week. He noted where God had been at work in his life, regardless of circumstance, and asked
himself three questions for reflection:
• Have I allotted some time for thanking God for the blessings of the past week?
• Have I, in order to be more sensible of them, seriously and deliberately considered the several
circumstances that attended them?
• Have I considered each of them as an obligation to great love and, consequently, to greater holiness?
Wesley did this every week for more than sixty years. The discipline caused him to have a constant attitude of
thanksgiving and prayer. It’s a discipline that can take us outside of ourselves and turn us back toward the
Christ who heals us. Giving thanks is a key to great holiness and a greater capacity to love God and neighbor.
Because Wesley saw giving thanks as a response to God’s grace, he recognized that the discipline of
giving thanks is more about the character and nature of God than about our circumstances. He agrees with Paul,
who said: “I have learned how to be content in any circumstance. I know the experience of being in need and of
having more than enough; I have learned the secret to being content in any and every circumstance, whether full
or hungry or whether having plenty or being poor. I can endure all these things through the power of the one
who gives me strength” (Phil. 4:11-13 CEB). This may be one of the most misquoted Bible verses. People use it
to suggest that we can achieve just about anything because God gives us strength. While this may be true at
some level, that’s not the context here. Paul is saying that he can endure any circumstance, including bad ones,
because he knows that, no matter how things turn out, God is with him and wills all things for his good.
When we believe that, we can give thanks in any circumstance because we know that God is good and
will not abandon us and that nothing can happen to us apart from the presence of God with us. No matter the
circumstance, God is with us and ready, willing, and able to assist us. This isn’t a “Pollyanna” kind of
thankfulness; it’s gratitude that comes from a deep, abiding faith – the kind of faith that ultimately makes us
well. This kind of faith requires radical trust in God. It’s trust that’s cultivated through an ongoing relationship
with God. It’s trust that is birthed out of constant prayer. It’s birthed out of reading the Scriptures and being in
community with other people of faith. A Christian gives thanks not because everything is good with us, but
because God is good even when things are not.
I like Wesley’s practice of setting aside a day to reflect and give thanks for the week past. I want to
challenge you to join me in trying it over the next quarter. Would you set aside time each Saturday to ask his
three questions? Here they are in updated language:
• Have I taken the time to thank God for the blessing of God’s presence in every circumstance this week?
• Have I considered the circumstances I found myself in, both good and bad, and reflected on where God
was present in each?
• What did I learn about God through these circumstances that can increase my love for God and my
response to God’s love?
If we begin to do this weekly, my hunch is that we’ll begin to see the world, see God, and see ourselves
quite differently.
Grace and peace,

PENNIES FOR MISSION
OCTOBER:

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Pennies for Mission for the month of October will be designated to Operation
Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse. The purpose of this mission is to share
the love of Christ through the Gospel by giving children in need a shoebox filled with
basic hygiene items, school supplies, and other gifts. St. Paul’s has completed a decade
of filling shoe boxes. The United Methodist Women shop for items to fill the shoe
boxes throughout the year. Your gift will help with the supplies for the boxes and for
the shipping costs as we reach around the world with God’s love.

NOVEMBER: ANGEL TREE
November’s Pennies for Mission will support the Angel Tree project. The purpose of
this mission is to provide Christmas gifts to children in need in Garrett County and
Burlington areas through Burlington United Methodist Family Services. We work
with area schools and service agencies to identify children that might benefit from
the gift of a toy, clothing, or other personal items. Your giving to this project will
provide funds to purchase the gifts and will help make Christmas brighter for these
children and their families!

DECEMBER:

JAMES ISAAC HOUSE, A Pregnancy Resource Center

James Isaac House, Inc., A Pregnancy Resource Center, will be the beneficiary of our
December Pennies for Mission. James Isaac House offers an array of free services for
pregnant mothers and parents including counseling, mentoring, pregnancy classes,
parenting classes, limited ultrasound, adoption programs, maternity and baby clothes
(birth to 4T), and supplies to include baby food, formula, and furniture. Along with its
main office in Oakland, the Center operates locations in Grant, Mineral, and Preston
Counties in West Virginia.

SENIOR CITIZEN FOOD PROJECT
Our Senior Citizen Food Project helps vulnerable seniors in Garrett County get through
the month when their monies run out. Items such as the following are welcomed: small
cans of vegetables; small cans of soup; microwave Compleat meals; small canned
meats (chicken or tuna); peanut butter cups; fruit cups; Jell-O cups; snack packs with
crackers and tuna, ham, or chicken salad; individually packed instant oatmeal; tissues;
small bottles of dish washing detergent; and small bottles of laundry detergent. We
cannot accept any donation that needs refrigeration. A collection box is located in the
Fellowship Hall.

MISSIONS UPDATES
LIVING HOPE HIGH SCHOOL in Bungoma, Kenya

COVID-19 brought its share of challenges. Many of our students
fell behind during that time, but they are working extra hard to catch up.
Many are taking extra classes even during their breaks. Malaria has been
a problem, and we are seeing 2 to 4 cases every day. Our school nurse is
working hard to keep everyone well. A construction work team has been
working on completing our fifth dorm. They are ready to plaster, paint,
and paint and put the last smooth layer on the floor. It will be great to
have one more dorm. We hope to have it ready by the end of September.
Living Hope in need of sponsorship for quite a few students. If interested, please check out our website
at livinghopehighschool.org. On the sponorship page, you can see informatation about students that need
sponsored and about sponsorship. If you aren’t able to sponsor a student individually, consider talking to your
Sunday School class, Bible Study group, family, or other groups about joining together as sponsors.
Please keep the following concerns in your prayer:
• Our teachers and staff. It takes a team to keep the school running and maintained.
• Our team in the U.S. who helps with administration and sponsorships.
• Our students, especially those who need sponsors.
• The next graduating class in December 2022.
• The January 2023 work team who will be traveling to the school to teach and work on projects.
• Continued health for the students and staff and especially our school director, Marilyn Uhl.
• A mission volunteer to be touched by God’s Spirit to journey to Kenya to help with projects. We
are working with the Mission Volunteer Program to make this happen.
HOUSE OF THE CARPENTER in Wheeling, WV

The campaign to raise funds for the House of the Carpenter’s new
youth center has been successfully completed, and those behind the ambitious
effort gathered to celebrate this “treasure” on Wheeling Island. Dr. Michael
Linger, executive director of the House of the Carpenter, said they were
thrilled to announce that the Toni and Nancy Bedway Center for Youth has
been paid off. Officials held a mortgage burning ceremony inside the center
on September 19 to celebrate the achievement — one that was reached just 58
months after the capital campaign to build the new facility was launched.
“The fact that we were able to secure all the funding in a short time —
and through a global pandemic — has been a blessing,” Linger said. “We
have many people to thank for their generosity in making this happen.” Linger
recognized the House of the Carpenter’s board of directors for their vision to
build the youth center. He thanked all of the generous foundations, individual
donors, corporate sponsors, banks and the West Virginia Conference of the
United Methodist Church and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, for her leadership and support through the project.
The Bishop described the center as a “vehicle for transformation” and an “investment in the children” of the
area. The youth center was named after the matriarch and patriarch of the Bedway family, which provided a
generous donation to help launch the project from the beginning.
Serving 1,400 children, teens and families on a weekly basis, the House of the Carpenter’s new space
provides a safe location for area children. It also gives the agency the space needed to expand youth and adult
programming. Several sports camps have been held in the facility’s new gym, along with everything from
dance, cooking, art, and archery classes for youth, as well as adult walking, fitness classes, and job fairs.
“This is only the beginning,” Linger said. “Our programs are open to everyone.” For more information,
visit www.houseofthecarpenter for the latest updates on all of the ministry’s outreaches.

United Women in Faith anticipate sharing several church and community events over the next three months.
As always, the support of the women of the church and the congregation as a whole is what makes our efforts to
support children, youth, and women a success. Here are several dates to mark on your calendars:

October 2-23: Signup sheets will be available for orders of homemade soup. Eight varieties
are available, but only twenty quarts of each type will be made. Only advanced orders are
accepted at $8.00 per quart. Soup orders will be ready for pickup in the Church Kitchen on
Sunday, October 30 before and after both worship services. Soup freezes well, so stock up.
You’ll be glad you did. Don't forget your neighbor or a friend who might enjoy some good
soup. Proceeds from the sale will go toward the purchase of new chairs for use in the
fellowship hall. Make checks payable to St. Paul’s UMW.

Sunday, October 2: Baby Shower for Melissa and Matthew Paugh in the Fellowship Hall at 2:00 pm. RSVP to
the Church Office. The Shower is hosted by St. Paul’s, Hoyes, and McHenry United Methodist Churches in
honor of our pastors. Please join in sharing the joy of this occasion.

Sunday, October 16: Undie Sunday! This is a time of remembering those who have
lost very basic items due to floods, fires, and other misfortunes. Donations of NEW
underwear of all sizes and kinds are needed, including briefs, boxers, bras, undershirts,
long johns and janes, and socks. In recent discussions with Conference mission project
directors, there is a special need for larger-sized items and for bras. Containers will be
placed in the foyer and on the fellowship hall stage. Items from this conferencewide
effort are sent to our Conference missions projects for distribution. Thank you for
helping those who are experience loss.

Wednesday, November 9: United Women in Faith will meet in the Church Library at 11:00 am to make plans
for a possible return to the “Cookie Walk.” A tentative date of December 11 is being considered. Please watch
and listen for updates. At this meeting, end-of-the-year giving will be reviewed as well as plans for the “Angel
Tree” project. All women are welcome to join us at any time. Many hands make for little work, but great
rewards.
December: The annual “Angel Tree” giving project will take place as we have the past two years. Donations
are requested for the purchase of gifts to be distributed to students in need at four area schools, which include
Broad Ford, Crellin, Yough Glades, and Southern Middle schools as well as Burlington United Methodist
Family Services. Your gift will help staff to ensure that the needs of students are met. Donations will be
accepted through the Church Pennies for Mission offering, or you may make checks payable to UMW. Please
call Sue Damon at 301.334.4242 with any questions.

The Gospel of Mark provides an account of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In Mark's story, we
see Jesus fulfilling the Old Testament hopes for a coming king, the Messiah, yet we also see the stark ways in
which Jesus confounds public expectations of what this king will do: he will suffer. Mark’s Gospel gives us a
vivid portrayal of what authentic discipleship looks like for those who follow this rejected, suffering King. In
this Bible Study, we seek to learn who Jesus is and what it means to be his follower not just in the First Century,
but in the Twenty-First Century. Join us on Thursdays at 7:00 pm.
Thursdays at 7:00 pm:
o Join on your computer, tablet, or phone by going to https://us04web.zoom.us/j/829251876; or
o Call in by dialing 301-715-8592. You will then be prompted to enter the meeting ID, which is 829
251 876.

You’re invited to join us for Sunday School. We have classes for all ages that meet at 9:30 AM each Sunday.
Sunday School is a wonderful opportunity for learning more about our faith, growing in our relationship with
Christ, and sharing fellowship. Current Sunday morning opportunities include the following:
•
•
•
•

•

Preschool Class meets upstairs in the Christian Education Building.
Elementary Class meets upstairs in the Christian Education Building.
Youth Class meets in the Church Library.
Pathfinder’s Adult Class meets in the Good Shepherd Room. The class is beginning a
study on Proverbs. The book of Proverbs explores true wisdom, the ability to see life and
the world the way God sees them. In this study, you’ll learn about practical, day-to-day
godly living.
Adult Class with Pastor Matthew meets in the Pastor’s Office. This class is studying the
theme of Questions Jesus Asks. “What do you want?” “Do you see this woman?” “Why
do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” These are just some of the many
questions Jesus asked throughout the Gospels. Jesus invites us to inquire, reflect, and
discuss.

For more information about any of the Sunday School classes, please contact the church office.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Wayne and I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, phone calls, beautiful cards, notes and
meals during my broken leg ordeal. As of August 31, I do not have to wear the leg brace that I had worn since
the beginning of May. I can walk with a walker and will begin going to physical therapy September 17. I am
still not comfortable doing stairs, so I haven't been going out much. I’m hoping to get back to church soon.
At this time, Wayne is cancer free. He has been a wonderful care partner to me.
Sharon Caple

St. Paul’s Church Library
There are several books in our Church Library’s biography section written about the life
of Methodism’s founder, John Wesley. One book, John Wesley: A Biography, by Stephen
Tompkins follows Wesley from his childhood at Epworth rectory through his schooling
and university career at Oxford to his mission to Georgia, his “conversion” in 1738, and
finally his life as a religious leader in England. Tompkins examines Wesley’s
relationships with key people in his life, including his powerful and austere mother,
Susanna, and his hymn writing brother Charles. Tompkins also explores key issues in
Wesley’s life, such as his renunciation of wealth and his attitude toward women,
concluding with an assessment of Wesley’s ongoing influence both in his own country
and abroad.

A St. Paul’s United Methodist Church History Lesson: Part 12
As Told by Martha DeBerry
During the 1940s and 1950s, the Women’s Society of Christian Service (W.S.C.S.) continued to serve
by providing funds for needed items in the church and the parsonage. They also provided funds for charities in
the community and the world. Money was raised through church and community dinners and
lunches, bazaars and rummage sales, clam chowder sales, quilting pieced quilts for
people, dues, and selling a varied list of items like wax paper, ketchup, floor wax, bluing,
coat hangers, dainty work such as crocheted and knitted items, and Christmas cards, etc.
Types of items they furnished for the church were material for making cushion covers for
the sofas and chairs in the Ladies’ Parlor, chairs and tables for the parsonage, flowers for
the altar each Sunday, shelves and books to set up a church library, stoves for the church
and parsonage kitchens, china, silverware, glasses, tablecloths, pots and pans, a dishwasher W.S.C.S. was a
and sinks for the church, choir robes, and $1,000 for laying a new concrete floor covered predecessor to United
Women
with asphalt tile in the assembly room. At Christmas they gave money to the elementary Methodist
and United Women in
schools for those children who couldn’t buy their own milk. They also contributed $300 to Faith.
the Missionary Fund and to the Red Cross.
In 1955, the W.S.C.S. agreed to help pay tuition for a deserving young student to attend college.
Following that student’s request they established an Education Fund, which was continued until the Official
Board set up an education fund in late 1956. The W.S.C.S. put $100 in that fund each
year. Memorials and money for wedding receptions were to be added to that fund also.
Just as the women’s group continued to grow, so did the Sunday School. In the
1940s and 1950s, the church had 14 to 15 classes with an average attendance of 210.
More room was needed. In 1953, longtime church member Miss Grace Loar left
$25,000 to the church to be used in the construction of a recreation building for the use
of the children of the community. The minister, Winfield S. Patterson, D.D., felt that it
would be wise to add an amount approximately the same, to her gift, for an educational
unit for the children in the Beginners and Primary departments. A financial crusade was
held from August 1-7, 1954. The W.S.C.S. pledged $1,000, and with subscriptions of
members and friends, the church was able to incorporate in one building the recreational
This picture from the front
hall and the educational unit. The first floor was the recreational unit with a fireplace
page of the October 27,
and meeting area for the Methodist Youth Fellowship and other groups. There was a
1955, Republican
newspaper announced the
Ping Pong table, a large area for shuffleboard, and areas for other activities. Bathrooms
"Consecration Service" to be
and closets were included. The second floor had a nursery, chapel, bathrooms, and three
held on October 30, 1955.
children’s Sunday school classrooms. Closets were included for supplies. The
Consecration Service was held October 30, 1955, by Dr. Patterson. The Service of Dedication for the
Recreation and Education building was held October 29, 1961, by Lawrence Sherwood, pastor, W. Reece
Burns, District Superintendent, and Fred G. Holloway, Resident Bishop.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 6 is All Saints Sunday. We use “saints” in the New Testament meaning of
“all Christian people of every time and place.” It provides an opportunity to celebrate
the communion of all saints and those who have gone to their eternal reward. During
our worship services on this Sunday we will remember those “who from their labors
rest.” If you have the names of individuals or family members connected to the St.
Paul’s Church family who passed away since November 1, 2021, that you would like
us to remember, please submit their name, date of birth, and date of death to the church office by Wednesday,
November 2. If available, a photograph would also be appreciated. Information can be submitted via email at
stpaulsumcoakland@gmail.com or directly to the church office. You are encouraged to invite family and friends
to join you during this special service as we celebrate those whose Christian witness blessed our lives.

BURLINGTON APPLE HARVEST FESTIVAL
The Burlington Apple Harvest Festival is back for 2022! It will be held on October
1 and 2 on the campus of Burlington United Methodist Family Services located at
120 Hope Lane in Burlington, WV. The grounds are open from 10:00 am to 7:00
pm each day. Events include 100-vendor flea market; free on-stage entertainment;
juried arts and crafts; various food vendors; fiddle, banjo, and mandolin contest,
and of course, old-fashioned apple butter and apple dumplings will be for sale. All
proceeds benefit Burlington United Methodist Family Services and their mission
of changing lives by preventing harm and providing hope and healing to hurting
children and families. For details, visit https://bumfs.org/apple-harvest-festival/.

FALL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
The Potomac Highlands District Board of Laity is pleased to announce the return of in-house Lay Ministry
classes on Friday, October 7, and Saturday, October 8, at First United Methodist Church, 32 North Davis Street
in Keyser, WV. Classes are open to all who are interested in learning more. Class offerings include the
following:
• Basic Lay Servant Ministries: Taught by Rev. Mike Loudermilk, this course studies what it means to
be God’s called people and how we may be at work for God in our communities. Opportunities for
learning are provided in three areas of lay ministry: leading, caring and communicating.
• Prayer: Taught by Rev. Lisa Fox, this prayer initiative class is designed to equip leaders to
breakthrough whatever may have been holding you back and move into God’s preferred future for your
ministry. For this class, it is required to read the book Open Road by Sue Nilson Kibbey and answer the
discussion/reflection questions at the end of each chapter.
• Conflict Management: Taught by Pastor Beth Jacobson, this course aims to help us restore peace, set
boundaries, and resolve conflict. God’s Word offers us wisdom to not simply coexist or survive in
difficult relationships, but to actually thrive.
• Evangelism: Taught by Pastor Shirley Reed and Rev. Dr. Stephon Reed, this course aims to connect
witness to spiritual formation, leading participants to a greater understanding of the importance of
evangelism. The course will lead participants to learn how to practice relational evangelism from John
Wesley.
The weekend begins with worship on Friday evening at 6:00 pm. Classes go until 9:30 pm and resume on
Saturday from 8:30 am until 6:00 pm. The registration fee is $20.00 per person and includes snacks and lunch.
To register, contact Betty Rizer by calling 304.788.3150 or 304.209.2802 or by emailing btrise@gmail.com.

Holocaust Remembrance One-Day Tour
Join Spruce Street, Suncrest, Wesley, and St. Paul’s
United Methodist Churches as we …
• Learn about the Holocaust.
• Remember survivors and victims.
• Confront genocide and antisemitism.
• Pray for our human community still healing
from this abhorrent evil.
• Reflect on our Christian calling to resist evil,
injustice, and oppression in the face of extremism.
Where?:
When?:
Cost?:

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C.
Saturday, October 8, 2022
$50 per person includes transportation on a motor-coach charter bus with passenger
pick-ups in Morgantown, WV, and Friendsville, MD, and your ticket to the Holocaust
Memorial Museum.
For a full brochure or additional information, visit here.
Note: As of September 29, the bus is at capacity, but we invite you to be added to the waitlist, and
we will contact you in the event of any cancellations.

Our Annual Charge Conference will be held Sunday, October 26, at 5:15 pm in the Church Sanctuary. District
Superintendent Scott Ferguson will lead us as we receive reports and approve officers for the coming year. All
are welcome to join us for the Conference.

COOPERATIVE PARISH CHRISTMAS CANTATA
The United Methodist Churches in Southern Garrett County are forming a
Cooperative Parish Choir. The Choir will present the cantata entitled “Hope Has
Hands.” With familiar Christmas classics as well as original songs, “Hope Has
Hands” presents the Christmas story in a fresh new way. The Cantata will be
presented here at St. Paul’s on Sunday, December 4, at 7:00 pm. Please join us for
the time of worship followed by cookies and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall.
The Choir would welcome you to be part of their ministry. All are welcome to join in
making a joyful noise to the Lord. Rehearsals are held here at St. Paul’s on
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm. If you have any questions, please contact Kendra
Rinard at sweitzermusic@hotmail.com or 301.334.6230.

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
Each year at Christmas we decorate our altar area with poinsettias. The poinsettias will be displayed on Sunday,
December 18 through Sunday, December 25. Flowers may be ordered through the church office or, if you
choose, you may purchase and place them yourself. Flowers purchased through the church office are available
at a cost of $10.00 each and come in a 6-inch pot.
Please fill out the form below and return to the office with payment no later than Tuesday, December 13. If
you have any questions, please call the office at 301.334.2391 or e-mail at stpaulsumcoakland@gmail.com.
______ In loving Memory of

______ In Honor of

______ In celebration of
___________________________________________
By: ____________________________________
________ I would like the church office to order my poinsettia and I have included payment of $10.00 per
flower.
________ I prefer to purchase and place my own poinsettias (please identify your flower with your name).
Flowers must be brought to the church no later than 12:00 noon on Friday, December 16.

Join us for our Christmas Worship Services as we celebrate the Coming of Jesus, who is Emmanuel,
God-with-us:
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP:

7:00 pm

CHRISTAS DAY WORSHIP:

10:00 am (one combined Morning Worship Service)

NEW YEAR’S DAY:

10:00 am (one combined Morning Worship Service)

UMCOR UPDATES
The Horn of Africa: More than 18 million people face severe hunger in Somalia,
Ethiopia and Kenya as they struggle to survive the worst drought in 40 years. The
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is responding to this unfolding
crisis and providing for the most basic needs for people who left everything behind
as their food, agriculture, and livestock failed. The region has had lower-thanaverage rainfall for four consecutive years. In addition, armed conflicts, rising
international food and fuel prices, and the COVID-19 pandemic magnify the current
crisis. Russia’s war on Ukraine has had direct consequences for the Horn of Africa
because the region depends on Ukraine for wheat and fertilizer supplies. UMCOR is
working with other local and international agencies work in the region together to
avoid duplication of work and respond to identified needs and gaps.
The United Methodist Church of Ethiopia supports food, water, sanitation, hygiene and other essential items in
the Gambela region, which experienced civil unrest and loss of life in June. Another collaboration is reaching
Ethiopian refugees and their host communities in East Sudan with Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)
projects, protection, and violence support services. The Methodist Church in Kenya (MCK) is providing
drought-affected internally displaced people with emergency food rations. MCK is also distributing personal
protection equipment in these areas where COVID-19 rates are rising. The Mission to Alleviate Suffering in
South Sudan (MASS). MASS was established by UMCOR and is providing cash assistance so households can
buy food and other necessities according to their specific needs.
Ukraine: As the borders of war zones in Ukraine shift and change, some residents are returning home to find
their neighborhoods and farms littered with mines and unexploded cluster munitions hidden to do the most
harm. UMCOR is working with Mines Advisory Group to help demine reclaimed ground, identify the exact
location of unexploded ordnances, and provide Ukrainians living in or returning to these areas with the
education that will enable them to adopt safe behaviors to reduce the risk of accidents. UMCOR is extensively
engaged in providing aid and services for refugees and displaced people both inside Ukraine and beyond in the
wake of the Russian invasion of late February 2022.
Kentucky: Termed by Governor Andy Beshear as “the most devastating flooding event our state has ever
seen,” July 2022’s storm dropped 8 to 10.5 inches of rain in only 48 hours and claimed 40 lives. UMCOR
responded rapidly to the disaster and has delivered nearly 4,000 cleaning
and hygiene kits and supplies of non-potable water and generators. UMCOR
is undergirding the Kentucky and Central Appalachian conferences with
additional human resources necessary to identify and respond to survivor
needs. “We are working to make their homes safe and secure, but we are
also there to listen, to comfort and to be the hands and feet of God for people
whose lives have been torn apart,” Lara S. Martin, director of United States
Disaster Response for UMCOR, shared. “During my visit I saw that God
truly is there and moving.” With these storms, UMCOR’s legacy of being
“early in, last out” means that United Methodists will be there to accompany recovering communities for years
to come.
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